The role of assistant practitioner for children and young people.
Research in the adult health sector shows that the assistant practitioner (AP) role, at band 4 (Skills for Health Expert Paper 2011), has been a useful addition to healthcare teams. However, the introduction of this role in the healthcare sector for children and young people has been slow. This article offers an overview of UK research on the role and suggests scenarios in which APs can be employed usefully in child healthcare settings.